
14. Academy of the University of Primorska 

16. march 2017 

 

 
RIGOROUS THINKING AND SYNCHRONICITY OF 

MIRACLES 

Dragan Marušič 

 

1) The American Sunday newspaper magazine Parade has tens of millions of 

readers and has published it’s Ask Marilyn for decades. It is edited by Marilyn vos 

Savand, who was listed in the Guinness Book of World Records five times as 

having the highest recordable IQ in the world. In 1990, a reader asked her a 

question: “Suppose you're on a game show, and you're given the choice of three 

doors. Behind one door is a car, behind the others, goats. You pick a door, say 

#1, and the host, who knows what's behind the doors, opens another door, say 

#3, which has a goat. He says to you, "Do you want to pick door #2?" Is it to your 

advantage to switch your choice of doors?”   

 

Marilyn replied that the contestant should switch his selection to door number two, 

as the first door has a 1/3 probability of winning, but the second door has a 2/3 

probability of winning. She was heavily criticized for her answer and Parade 

received over 10,000 letters from readers, who believed she was wrong. A large 

number of those angry letters were sent on university stationary and signed by 

reputable university staff holding PhDs. They all claimed that the probabilities of 

winning cannot change, if we just switch the selection of the doors and that both 

doors - number one and number two – have an equal probability of winning. The 

specificities of this long lasting controversy, which soon surpassed the reach of 

the Sunday newspaper magazine, can be found on-line. Let us just say, that 

Marilyn’s answer was correct. Even if it appears counterintuitive and against 

common sense.  

 

2) Our civilisation with all its key scientific discoveries and technological innovations 

is a result of rigorous thinking, which follows clear, formal and logical rules of 

deduction. The results of these thinking processes should be accepted, even if 

they are counterintuitive or if we simply do not like them. Minus is a minus and 

plus is a plus. When the debt knocks on the doors, playing the victim does not 

help. The debt has to be repaid.  Because in the end, the debt returns in one form 

or the other. A Second opinion is logical and makes sense in health, and maybe 

in some other aspects of life. But not in the world of precise measurements of 

hard sciences, even if it is not always possible to measure everything. But 2/3 is 

and always will be more than 1/3. And only because of this rigorous thinking we 



have light in this room, and are sitting in a warm place, even as it is getting darker 

and colder outside.  

 

3) But hard sciences have their limitations, too. The world and our life in it cannot be 

explained in a simple causal chain and therefore we cannot shine a light on all the 

dark spots emerging on the causal map. To overcome this, Swiss psychologist 

and psychiatrist Carl Gustav Jung, introduced the concept of non causal 

connection, which surpasses time and space. He called this principle 

synchronicity, with which he explained unusual meaningful coincidences – 

coincidences, which might actually not be coincident. In his book with the same 

title, he shows an example of meaningful coincidences that were happening to 

him one day and they were all connected with the symbol of fish. He says:  

 In the morning, I wrote a note in my notebook when I saw the photo of a 

mosaic showing a man with a fish tail;  

  At noon, my housekeeper prepared fish for my lunch;  

 In the afternoon, a patient visited me after a long time and she brought a few 

marvellous pictures with the motif of fish to me;  

 In the evening, I got an engraving of a monster, which looked like a fish;  

 And the next morning, another patient visited me after a number of years and 

she talked about her strange dreams in which she was strolling by the lake, 

when a large fish fell in front of her legs.  

These unusual condensations of “meaningful coincidences” can be understood 

only through mirroring of Jung’s preoccupation with the symbol of fish. And it 

brings the following question to mind: Could it be true, that the physical world 

mirrors our mental processes with the same strength and continuity as our psyche 

accepts physical world?  

If our awareness of this reverse process is fragmented and not always present, it 

is probably because it is not an easy process to follow. It anticipates constant 

inward mindfulness. And this state of mind is not easily maintained today, when 

we, as individuals and as a society, are constantly exposed to the contamination 

with external information. The map of the physical world is therefore drawn as 

mixture of calculable and non-calculable, understandable and non-

understandable, expectable and accidental. Probably this is how it should be: Let 

the sea surface expanding to the horizon, here and there erupt a miracle.  

4) And here we are with the University of Primorska. A miracle by itself. And as 

such, a subject of numerous interpretations and fights for credits and pioneering. 

The miracle is that it was born and survived from year to year, despite all the 

objections. It’s fourteenth year of existence was, as might be expected during 

preadolescence, stormy and in all aspects conclusively cathartic. From today 

onwards, we are moving in known territories – we are also officially adolescents. 

As it is in this age, the steps will still sometimes be faster than the brains, but 

there should be no more big surprises. The eruption to the international space we 

experienced in 2016 has set a clear path for the future. What is the chance of 



concurrent victories, which are typically the privilege of big institutions, and which 

came together in a span of only a few months, two even on the same day: being 

granted the organisation of the prestigious European congress, winning the 

biggest scientific project in Slovenia so far, and establishing a strong connection 

with one of the most elite universities in the world? The chances are not great. In 

fact they are so small that they fall in the category of miracles, which can be 

explained only by Jung’s principle of synchronicity.   

 

Dear colleagues, students, employees and all who are connected to the 

university, her friends: we can be truly proud of these achievements! And we 

shouldn’t care about the perceptions, which are shared through their distorted 

lenses by the bearers of news. No one can take away our achievements. 

Because they actually happened, because they are real and because they are so 

great that we can look in the future with optimism.  

 

5) So should we just continue like that into the future? It will not be that easy. There 

are still three challenges lying ahead of us. Firstly, long-term changes to the world 

order will influence universities everywhere. The basic, apolitical question today 

is, how much freedom will be left after the end of ruthless globalisation: freedom 

of individuals and communities, including nations. It is clear that the answer to this 

question will affect the very core operations of universities.  

Secondly, the paradigm of sharing information is changing from the domain of 

major media – those less and less popular official bearers of news – into the 

parallel world of piracy. Something similar can happen to universities, if they will 

not be able to tune their education process to the expectations of the coming 

students of the so called generation Z. Because they lived their whole lives in 

touch with new technologies, they are building their values system through 

constant information gathering, which they continuously gain in global space. 

Current teaching methods are not appropriate for them.  

This is the third challenge for universities, and in a way a blessing. A university 

can finally change in what it was supposed to be from the beginning, to an 

institution where a student learns rigorous thinking. Or more specifically, as said 

by the professor of psychology at the University of Toronto, and a proud fighter for 

the freedom of speech, Jordan Peterson: a university has to be a space where 

students learn how to sharply think, write and speak. Only uncompromised 

rigorous thinking can clear the physical space of material rubbish that the paths to 

concurrent miracles open.  

 


