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§ 1. The success and, consequently, the standing of a given 
individual, of a smaller or larger community within society as a 
whole, are dependent on a number of different factors. Among 
these factors one must also include the ability of fortuitously 
predicting future events. In this, however, we waver between 
statistical calculations on the one hand and turning to writings and 
practices in Nostradamus’ vein on the other hand. We even have a 
name for the latter: precognition is that process of perception 
which overtakes the actual passage of time and is beyond rational 
frameworks of implication.  

 
§ 2.  Königsberg, the former capital of Eastern Prussia, the city is called Kaliningrad 
today, has the river Pregel running through it.  The river has two islands and thus the 
city is divided in to four parts. In the 18th century, these parts were connected by seven 
bridges. A story has it that the burghers would amuse themselves by attempts at 
walking through the city and returning to the original point of departure by crossing 
each of the seven bridges only once. This problem drew the attention of the Swiss 
mathematician Leonard Euler who, in a 1736 article titled Solutio problematis ad 
geometriam situs pertinensis, demonstrated that the task at hand did not have a solution 
to it.  
 
§ 3. Euler’s work is nowadays understood as marking the beginning of network theory, 
a branch of mathematics that has, in the past decades, and alongside the development of 
computers and computer science, placed our lives in to completely different coordinate 
systems than the ones we were hitherto used to. We live in times when the sheer power 
and scale of the operations that computers can undertake in a fraction of a second can 
easily beat the best player of Go. And we also live in times when our entanglement in a 
variety of networks -  of roads, of telecommunications, as well as of the newer ones of 
social media – enable our mutual connection and interdependence to an extent that was 
unknown in the history of humankind up until now. All this has its obvious advantages 
as well as dangers.  
 
The technological progress of the past decades has grandly removed, but also 
concurrently devised; for some sacred, for others bizarre; contents that could otherwise 
be found in the dim antechamber to the sciences proper. Instead of telepathy we thus 
have television and smartphones. We are becoming one big social organism, one that is 
increasingly traceable and predictable. And so Nostradamus has been replaced by the 
actual enactment of precognition. Namely, we have known for long time now that by 
deploying a perceptive mash of network theory and logic, mathematicians, computer 
scientists, and data analysts are able to predict future events – events ranging from the 
epidemics of various diseases and military interventions to other, more or less, invasive 
deconstructions of the established rhythms of everyday life.  
 



§ 4. Because considerations that would want to turn us in to the direction of conspiracy 
theories are probably not compatible with the ceremonious ambience of today’s event, 
we leave the question as to why it is that something that can, in principle, be predicted 
cannot be prevented, for other occasions.  More relevant, however, is another question. 
How to conceive a strategy, what cards to play in this unequal game of poker in which 
neither you, nor your institution, let alone the state, cannot see the cards that all the 
other players have while your own invisible opponent does not just see the cards that 
you yourself hold but can also choose their own cards in accordance with their wishes? 
And all this because this opponent is just one of those among a couple of hundred 
globally dominant players who always have one turn more than everybody else has.  
 
True, the situation is not simple, but nor is it hopeless. Two things can be done. Two 
individual measures or, better, two alternating steps can be undertaken.  First, in the 
seclusion of darkness, in the continuum of thoughts, ideas, flashes of inspirations 
drowned, there where night destroys their sharp eye and music brings to life all 
that once was; it is there that we can look for inspiration for that time when day shall 
colour night. And then, in the light of day, we can go forth into open combat and direct 
all the creativity of our rational mind to finding that extra Ace we hold hidden in our 
sleeves. All this until we establish a better algorithm for predicting the future than the 
one they currently have. The extra turn, the additional move, will then be ours to make 
and it will cut like the sharpest of those razors that are scientific achievements that shift 
the coordinate systems within our heads as well as those systems outside our heads.  
 
§ 5. And it is here, somewhere in the rhythmic intertwining of light and darkness, day 
and night, science and art, that every academic community is supposed to dwell. Our 
own such community included. One by one - sometimes slowly and with great effort but 
occasionally suddenly and abruptly – the veils are peeled away from that dark matter 
which is the unknown, the invisible, and the obscure to the eyes. Thus the volume of our 
knowledge is expanded. 

This is how we understand and feel this day. Let this be homage to our colleagues; to 
you, the teachers, researchers, students, and non-academic staff as well as to all the 
friends of our University who have in the last 366 days invested your creative energy 
into the development of the University of Primorska. Thank you – keep on cultivating a 
sharp mind and a soft heart. Let the next 365 days see you remain the same as you 
already are: individuals who solve problems. Sometimes it suffices just to either 
dismantle a bridge or to build a new one. As was the case in the Kalingrad with which 
today’s talk began. History saw many different bridges built there as well as many 
different numbers of these bridges. In 2005, the King’s bridge there was restored in 
honour of the 750th anniversary of the founding of the city. Today, Kaliningrad has 10 
bridges altogether and the sought for solution to the problem of walking through the 
city can be found by crossing each of these bridges once. 


