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JUSTIFICATIONS/EXPLANATIONS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PRIMORSKA AWARDS FOR 
2015 
 
(Candidates confirmed at the 5th regular meeting of the UP Senate, 25. 2. 2016) 
 
 
1.  "Honorary Doctor of the University of Primorska" 

In recognition of his exceptional achievements in science, the Senate of the 
University of Primorska confers the title »Honorary Doctor of the University of 
Primorska« to Professor Doctor Alexander D. Nekipelov, member of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences.  

 

Professor Alexander D. Nekipelov, a Doctor of Economy, is the 
Dean of the Moscow School of Economics at the Lomonosov 
University and a member of the Russian Academy of Sciences. His 
main areas of research are economic research and the 
socioeconomic processes of societies in transition. His long career 
has seen him hold important posts in Russian businesses and in 
diplomacy. In the 1990s, he was one of the founders and members 
of the Russian American Group for Transformation that played a 
very important role in the introduction of systemic changes to the 
Russian economy. In 2014, he identified the University of 
Primorska as a partner in the field of economic and academic 
exchange and signed an Agreement of Cooperation which went on 

to place the University of Primorska  as one of the project managing institutions of a wider 
regional initiative for the realisation of business projects within the economy.  It is great 
honour for the University of Primorska to confer an honorary doctorate to Alexsander 
Nekipelov as this opens the door to the better international cooperation of business and 
education.  

 

 

 

2. »Professor Emeritus, University of Primorska« 

 

The Senate of the University of Primorska confers the title »Professor Emeritus of 
the University of Primorska« to Dr. Mitja Guštin in recognition of his exceptional 
achievements in development of his academic field, dedicated pedagogical and 
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supervisory work, and for his contribution to the reputation and recognition of the 
University of Primorska.  

 
Professor Dr. Mitja Guštin, a Doctor of archaeology and Honorary 
Senator of the University of Primorska, joined the University in 
2003. It was at the Science and Research Centre of the University 
of Primorska that he then founded the Institute for the Heritage 
of the Mediterranean while his teaching was conducted in the 
Department of Archaeology and Heritage of the Faculty of 
Humanities and at the Faculty of Tourism Studies.  His rich track 
record of research and publication covers different fields of 
archaeology and cultural heritage, but is mostly focused on 
prehistorical eras, the early middle Ages and the archaeology of 
the Republic of Venice.  Professor Guštin has been a project 

manager and co-manager of many resounding national and international research projects 
while, in Slovenia, he has led a number of extensive archaeological excavations. He founded 
the most extensive Institute Library at the University of Primorska; a library specialised for 
archaeology and heritage, and has been a supervisor to many undergraduate, postgraduate 
and doctoral students. He has also been a visiting professor at numerous universities such 
as Banja Luka, Vienna, Graz, Innsbruck, Leipzig, Skopje, Sarajevo, Tuzla, and Zagreb. In 
2000, the University of Innsbruck elected Professor Guštin to the title of Honorary Doctor.  
He has received many awards and acknowledgements, among them an award for his life's 
work from the Slovene Archaeological Society. In just over a decade, Mitja Guštin and his 
colleagues changed the academic and cultural image of the Slovene coast and made a 
decisive contribution to the development of archaeology, its promotion as well as to the 
promotion of all cultural heritage on the Slovene coast.  

  

 
 
3. »The Ceremonious Certificate« 
 
 The Senate of the University of Primorska confers the »Ceremonious Certificate« for 
a young university teacher, scientist or research fellow at the University of 
Primorska to Assistant Professor Dr. Suzana Laporšek for incisiveness and 
excellence in the field of research and teaching.  
 

Dr. Suzana Laporšek is an Assistant Professor and Research 
Fellow for Finance at the Faculty of Management where she also 
holds the position of Vice Dean for Research. After graduating at 
the University of Ljubljana in international relations as well in 
international economics, her diploma thesis in the latter field 
received the Prešeren Prize, Dr. Laporšek embarked on her 
academic career by becoming a Young Researcher at the 
University of Primorska. She received her PhD from the 
University of Ljubljana in 2014 for her analysis of the effects of 
the minimum wage in Slovenia. The fruitfulness and quality of 

her research is evident in many original, cited, academic articles published in esteemed 
international journals as well as in papers given at many international conferences dealing 
with topics such as the labour market, finances, and financial markets. She teaches 
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undergraduate as well postgraduate courses at the Faculty of Management. In 2013, she 
was awarded the Faculty award for being one of the most highly rated teachers. In the past 
five years, she has published more than 16 original academic articles in indexed journals, 
while achieving 42 pure citations in the last 10 years.  

 

 

 

4. »The Golden Plaquette of the University of Primorska«  
 

The Senate of the University of Primorska confers »The Golden Plaquette«  to a 
higher education teacher or researcher for a particularly large contribution to the 
development of research and teaching at the University,  for strengthening the 
international reputation of the University,  and  for ones life's work to Professor Dr. 
Jurka Lepičnik Vodopivec. 

 
Professor Dr. Jurka Lepičnik Vodopivec started her career at the 
Faculty of Education as the Head of the Department of 
Educational Sciences and as the Vice Dean for International 
Cooperation, Quality, and Development. From 2014 to 2016, she 
was the Vice Dean for Research and International Activities, and 
Head of the Institute for Educational Sciences. As of 2016, she is 
the Vice Dean for Student Affairs. Dr. Jurka Lepičnik Vodopivec 
teaches undergraduate, MA, as well as PhD students and, as a 
guest lecturer abroad, her research and educational work 
reaches well beyond Slovenia. She is the author of more than 

100 academic works, a member of the editorial boards of important journals and national 
councils working in the field of education. Her work focuses on the study of early childhood 
teaching and learning, the professional development of educators, teachers' competence 
development, environmental education, and education for a sustainable future. All this 
makes her on a par with the most respected experts in the educational sciences in Slovenia 
as well as internationally.  

 
The Senate of the University of Primorska posthumously confers »The Golden 
Plaquette«  to a higher education teacher or researcher for a particularly large 
contribution to the development of research and teaching at the University,  for 
strengthening the international reputation of the University,  and  for ones life's 
work to Head Physician Professor Dr. Janko Kersnik. 

 

Head Physician Professor Dr. Janko Kersnik was a medical 
doctor; a specialist in family medicine. He received his PhD in 
2001 from the University of Ljubljana for research into the 
little known area of the quality of family medicine. His 
academic career was dedicated to family medicine; he was a 
top scientist, well established in Slovenia as well as abroad, 
and the project manager of several national and international 
projects. His bibliography includes more than 900 entries, 
123 of these are original academic articles, and 22 review 
ones. His key contribution to the University of Primorska lies 
in his intensive pedagogical work. Since 2008, he taught and 
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helped create the postgraduate study programme of Nursing at the Faculty of Health 
Sciences; there he also designed a new educational module in primary health care 
activities. Dr. Kersnik left an indelible mark on his colleagues and especially on his 
students.  

 

 

 

5. »The Award for Excellence in Research of the University of Primorska for 2015« 

 
 The Senate of the University of Primorska confers the Award for Excellence in 
Research in the Natural Sciences for 2015 to  Associate Professor Dr. Martin Milanič 
for the publication of articles in journal indexed in SCI, SSCI, and A&HCI indexes.  
 

After graduating in mathematics at the University of 
Ljubljana, Associate Professor Dr. Martin Milanič continued 
his studies in the USA where he was awarded a PhD from 
Rutgers University, New Jersey. Collaborating with colleagues 
from Slovenia as well from abroad, his research focuses on 
combinatorics, graph theory, combinatorial optimisation, 
theoretical computer science, and bioinformatics. His works 
are well appreciated in the world of mathematics. In 2015 
alone, he published 13 original academic articles in indexed 
international academic journals. In recent years, his academic 
publications show a total of 137 pure citations.  Dr. Milanič 

teaches and researches at the Andrej Marusič Institute and at the Faculty of Mathematics, 
Natural Sciences, and Information Technology where he was, until recently, the Vice Dean 
for Academic Affairs. 

 

The Senate of the University of Primorska confers the Award for Excellence in 
Research in the Social Sciences  for 2015 to  Associate Professor Dr. Nejc Šarabon for 
the publication of his articles in journals indexed in SCI, SSCI, and A&HCI indexes.  
 
 

Associate Professor Dr. Nejc Šarabon graduated in 
physiotherapy and sports education and received his PhD 
from the Faculty of Sport at the University of Ljubljana and 
from the Institute of Clinical Neurophysiology, University 
Medical Centre Ljubljana in 2015. It was there that he then 
embarked on postdoctoral training.  Today, he carries out his 
research at the Faculty of Mathematics, Natural Sciences, and 
Information Technologies and at the Andrej Marusič Institute 
where his concerns are the mechanisms of the 
neuromuscular management of human motion and the 

prevention and the rehabilitation of musculoskeletal injuries. His research is highly prized 
both in Slovenia as well as abroad and has been published in prestigious academic journals. 
In 2015, Dr. Šarabon published 12 original academic articles. One of these articles has 
already garnered 4 pure citations while the past 10 years of his publication record shows 
99 pure citations. Nejc Šarabon is particularly active in transferring academic research into 
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aspects of practical life while his basic applicative orientation concerns innovation and the 
development of sports and medical diagnostics. 
 
 
 
6.  »The University of Primorska Award for Teaching Excellence in the Academic year 
2014- 2015« 
 
The Senate of the University of Primorska confers the Award for Teaching Excellence 
for the academic year 2014- 2015 to Assistant Professor Dr. Darjo Zuljan. 

 
Assistant Professor Dr. Darjo Zuljan works at the Faculty of 
Education where he teaches undergraduate and doctoral 
courses in the didactics of engineering and technology.  Prior 
to this, however, he was a researcher and an assistant 
professor at the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, 
University of Ljubljana, and where he worked on thermal 
phenomena during laser cutting. As an outstanding lecturer 
in the field of technological literacy in education, Dr Zuljan 
knows how to motivate his students' eagerness for various 
technological contents and problems, and how to bridge the 

divide between the teacher on the one hand and students, diverse individuals, and target 
groups on the other. He is distinguished by an exceptional ability of didactic adaptation of 
the teaching process. In recent years, he has supervised more than 80 undergraduate 
diploma theses.  
 
 
 
7.  »The Srečko Kosovel Award for Students of the University of Primorska« 

 
The Senate of University of Primorska confers »The Srečko Kosovel Award for 
Students« to Noemi Matavulj for her outstanding achievements in the preparation of 
her diploma thesis »An Empirical Evaluation of the Influence of Indebtedness of Non-
Financial Corporations on Economic Growth in the Crisis« and as supervised by 
Assistant Professor Dr. Arjana Brezigar Masten. 
 

Noemi Matavulj graduated from the Faculty of Mathematics, 
Natural Sciences, and Information Technology with the thesis 
»An Empirical Evaluation of the Influence of Indebtedness of 
Non-Financial Corporations on Economic Growth in the 
Crisis«. Her supervisor was Dr. Arjana Brezigar Masten. The 
thesis deals with the very topical issues of the relationship 
between the indebtedness of non-financial corporations and 
economic growth and the comparison of the effects of debt 
on growth in Slovenia, Spain, and Germany. In addition to the 
topicality of the thesis, its use of econometric methods far 

exceeds that usually deployed in the course of one's undergraduate studies. 
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The Senate of University of Primorska confers »The Srečko Kosovel Award for 
Students« to Lidija Liberšar for outstanding achievements in the preparation of her 
diploma thesis »Cooperation between Early Education Teachers and Parents of 
Children with Special Needs Enrolled in Kindergarten Units with a Regular 
programme« and as supervised by  Assistant Professor Dr. Sonja Rutar. 
 

Lidija Liberšar's extensive and methodologically 
accomplished diploma thesis »Cooperation between Early 
Education Teachers and Parents of Children with Special 
Needs Enrolled in Kindergarten Units with a Regular 
Programme« was prepared at the Faculty of Education under 
the supervision of Dr. Sonja Rutar and the co-supervision of 
Dr. Vanja Riccardi Kiswarday. Deriving from anthropological 
insights into the cooperation between educators and parents, 
the thesis also draws on contemporary arguments concerning 
the evaluation and assurance of quality in early childhood 

education. The outstanding virtue of the thesis lies in its interdisciplinary approach to the 
problems posed in it and the originality of its hermeneutic interpretation of qualitative 
data, this combined with an awareness that meaning is always produced in the interaction 
of lexical and sentence semantics. 
 
 
The Senate of University of Primorska confers »The Srečko Kosovel Award for 
Students« to dr. Nastji Tomšič for her outstanding achievements in the preparation 
of her doctoral thesis »Small and Medium Sized Enterprises in Competitive Sustainable 
Development« and as supervised by Professor  Dr. Štefan Bojnec.  
 

As a young researcher at the Faculty of Management, Nastja 
Tomšič successfully defended her PhD thesis, »Small and 
Medium Sized Enterprises in Competitive Sustainable 
Development«. The thesis was supervised by Professor 
Dr. Štefan Bojnec. Dr. Tomšič researched the connection 
between the factors of successful economic performance of 
companies, potential internal as well as external factors in 
the competitiveness of enterprises, factors relating to the 
quality of the environment be they by sector or in terms of 
macroeconomic conditions, and certain characteristics 
particular to small and medium-sized companies in 
Slovenia. The originality of the thesis rests in the way it ties 

economic questions concerning a given enterprise to those concerning sustainable 
development and in how the thesis develops an original model of structural equations, one 
that is open to further international academic and professional research. Dr. Tomšič's work 
has been published in one the most esteemed international academic journals in the field of 
environmental science. 
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8.  "The University of Primorska Award for Students of the University of Primorska" 
 
The Senate of the University of Primorska confers the »Award for Students« to 
Marko Rajković for his outstanding extracurricular achievements and his 
contribution to the Slovene and international promotion of the University of 
Primorska.  
 

Marko Rajković is a student of Mathematics at the Faculty 
of Mathematics, Natural Sciences, and Information 
Technologies. His exceptional contribution to the 
promotion of the University of Primorska is contained in 
his outstanding achievements in extracurricular activities, 
i.e. in his successes at numerous international mathematics 
competitions and in his participation in student 
conferences. In the academic year 2014 -2015, he 
participated, and achieved remarkable results, in 10 such 
competitions and conferences in Bulgaria, the Czech 
Republic, Macedonia, the Russian Federation, Israel, 
France, and in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  Among his 

achievements, Marko Rajković won 3rd place at the International Mathematics Competition 
for University Students in Bulgaria in 2014, at a competition therefore, which is understood 
to be a variant of the International Mathematical Olympiad.  


